does not operate in these matters, any more than it does, say, in popular sports. Mister A can and does throw a ball further than Mister B. And differently.
It may well be that, for broad literary success, oral tradition studies are too vitally concerned with, and dependent upon, grounded realities. These days, we like our literary studies spread with both hands, to the treetops and the skies. At least as I know it, oral tradition operates, and is understood to operate, with four wheels on the ground and both eyes on the road.
These must be understood as my own opinions, for which neither Oral Tradition nor academia itself can be held responsible.
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